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Epsilon  Associates,  Inc.  is  an  environmental  engineering  and  consulting  company  providing
environmental management and permitting services to real estate, energy, industrial, and public
sector clients. Epsilon's reputation for practical strategies, a focused work effort, and successful
project outcome has made us an industry leader.

Staff Updates
2013 Promotions 
Epsilon is pleased to announce the recent promotions of Maria Hartnett and Richard Lampeter to
Senior Consultant, Sean Hale to Senior Scientist, and Rob Weiner to Project GIS Specialist.  Since
joining Epsilon in 2000, Maria has played a key role in many of our complex and demanding coastal
projects.   Rich  joined Epsilon  in  2001,  and has  since  established himself  as  a  well-known  and
well-regarded acoustics consultant, particularly in the wind energy sector.  Sean is a key member of
the wetlands group leading complex delineation efforts for clients such as NSTAR, Massachusetts
Department of Transportation, and National  Grid.  Rob's  ability  to  juggle multiple  projects and
develop user-friendly maps for projects and presentations alike has made Rob a valued member of
Epsilon's GIS team.
 
Serving on Local Committees
Mike Howard, Epsilon Principal and Manager of the Ecological Sciences group, was invited by the
Boston  Environment  Department  and Conservation  Commission  to  serve  on  the  Local  Wetlands
Ordinance (LWO) Steering Committee.  The seven member  Steering Committee is  comprised of
representatives from the private sector, state agencies, and the Conservation Commission and is
charged with developing a set of Recommended Guiding Principles for a new LWO.  The primary
purpose of the proposed LWO is to ensure that development within the city takes appropriate and
cost-effective measures to prepare for the foreseeable effects of climate change and to ensure that
these areas remain safe for its residents and visitors and economically vibrant for old and new
businesses.  The Mayor's Office, with the assistance of the Boston Environment Department, will
draft a LWO and the Mayor will propose it to the City Council.  If the Council passes the LWO, the
Conservation  Commission  will  develop  supporting  regulations,  including  a  map  depicting  Land
Subject  to  Coastal  Storm  Flowage  and its  buffer  zone  incorporating  sea  level  rise.  For  more
information on this initiative, please visit the City of Boston's website.
 
Epsilon Principal Rob O'Neal has been recruited as a member of the Wind Turbine Noise Technical
Advisory  Group  (WNTAG)-a  16-member  group  of  professionals  selected  by  the  Massachusetts
Department  of  Environmental  Protection  (MassDEP)  to  help  provide  advice  on  recommended
changes to MassDEP noise regulations and/or policies as they apply to wind turbine noise.  The
WNTAG group, which includes acousticians, public health professionals, representatives of the wind
industry,  state  and  local  public  officials,  members  of  academia,  and  a  local  community
representative, are scheduled to meet five times this year. Among the topics being discussed are
potential  revisions  to  the  existing  noise  policy  and  regulations  and  possible  pre-construction
permitting requirements for wind turbines.  More information is available from the WNTAG website.

New Employee
We are excited to welcome Clint Cyr, the newest employee to join the Epsilon family.  Recently
graduated  from  the  University  of  Hartford,  Clint  has  already  been  very  busy  supporting  our
acoustics and air quality projects.
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Project Highlights 
Quincy Center Redevelopment
In June of 2013, the City of Quincy, Massachusetts, celebrated the start of its
$1.6 billion downtown redevelopment project. Upon completion, the project
will create approximately 3.7 million square feet of new retail, restaurant,
office,  residential,  hotel,  recreational,  entertainment,  and  institutional
space.  Under contract to the City, Epsilon was responsible for a peer review
to  ensure  that  the  City's  interests  were  properly  addressed in  the  Draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared by the developer's consultant
team.  Epsilon managed the preparation and filing of the Final EIR.
 
Three New Boston Hotel Projects Utilize Historic Tax Credits   
Epsilon congratulates our clients on the opening of three new hotels in the City of Boston.  Each of
the three projects will operate as extended stay hotels/guest houses, offering business travelers and
tourists amenities typically not found in traditional hotels.  Collectively, Epsilon secured nearly $10
million in combined state and federal historic tax credits for the following hotels:  
 

Chandler Studios, located at 56 Berkeley Street in the South End.
The project included the complete rehabilitation of an 1864 brick
rowhouse and the construction of a new contemporary rowhouse on
an adjacent parcel where a building had been demolished over 70
years ago.  The new hotel offers 12 guest rooms in the heart of the
vibrant South End neighborhood. 
 

The new Residence Inn by Marriott is housed in the historic 1901
Stillings  Building,  a  former  Boston  Wharf  Company  warehouse
located at 368 Congress  Street in the Fort Point Channel Landmark
District. Today, the former warehouse building houses 120 suites, a
number of function rooms, and retail space at the street level. The
crown jewel of the building is its interior skylight-lit atrium, which
was fully restored as part of the project.
 

Located in historic Beacon Hill, the Silas P. Merriam House offers 15
guest rooms in one of Boston's premier neighborhoods. Constructed in
1851 as a  single-family  residence, the building later  functioned as a
rooming house. Today, the fully restored building provides guest rooms
featuring marble  fireplaces, elaborate  plaster  detailing, and modern
spa-like bathrooms.

Conferences and Events      
On June 20, 2013, the Boston Harbor Island Alliance (BHIA) held their
2013 Gala on Georges Island.  Epsilon Managing Principal Peggy Briggs,
Associate  Maureen  Cavanaugh,  Senior  Consultant  Taya  Dixon,  and
Environmental Planner Talya Moked were among the many Epsilonians
who attended this celebration and fundraiser.

 
In  July,  the  Northeast  Energy  and  Commerce  Association  held  their  annual  Conference  on
Environmental Issues.  The one-day conference featured four panels on the future regulations and
challenges of environmental compliance affecting the energy industry.  Senior Consultant Elizabeth
Hendrick moderated the panel on air modeling issues and Associate Steve Slocomb  delivered a
presentation about the effects of shale gas on the power markets in the Northeast.  Check out our
event recap for more information.
 
On  August  28,  2013,  the  Association  of  Massachusetts  Wetland  Scientists  (AWMS)  held  a  "Best
Management Practices for Wetland Design & Construction" workshop .  This day-long workshop began
with  classroom  discussion  of  topics  related  to  wetland mitigation  design  and construction  and



finished with two site visits of ongoing wetland creation and restoration projects.  Epsilon Principal
(and current AMWS Treasurer) Mike Howard led the site visit of the New Bedford Regional Airport,
where participants learned about the ongoing runway safety improvement project.  Nearly 19 acres
of new freshwater wetlands, vernal pool habitat, compensatory flood storage areas, and eight acres
of Eastern Box Turtle nesting habitat are in the process of being created to mitigate project-related
impacts.  An additional  800 linear  feet  of stream channel  is  being relocated and enhanced to
facilitate construction of proposed runway safety areas.

We  are  looking  forward  to  participating  in  a  number  of
upcoming events including the Independent Power Producers
of  New  York  Fall  2013  Conference, Massachusetts  Airport
Management  Association  2013 Annual  Conference,  and  2013
Massachusetts Historic Preservation Conference.  Click here to
learn more about these interesting events.


